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reason alleged was that many " cities, boroughs and towns
corporate within this realm of England be fallen in decay
and ruin, and not inhabited with merchants and men of
such substance as they were at the time of making of the
aforesaid statute". There were now " few or none other
persons of substance " in towns beyond brewers, fishmongers,
vintners and other victuallers. Accordingly they were
allowed to hold office, but two officials ' discreet and honest
persons' were to assess the price of victuals1. This Act
appears to have been carried out, for in 1539 when a victualler
was elected mayor of Coventry two men were appointed " to
assist the mayor in fixing the price of victuals "2.
Another function of the municipal authorities was to
supervise weights and measures 3, for there was a constant
temptation to buy by one measure and sell by another4.
Every market was required to have public scales, and at
Bristol and Norwich weights and measures were tried and
sealed twice a year5. Vintners who visited fairs carried
with them their measures stamped with the municipal seal
and claimed freedom from the lord's right of control6.
Attempts were made in this direction also to secure uni-
formity. Even in Anglo-Saxon times King Edgar had
enjoined that ' one measure and weight' should pass
throughout the king's dominions, " such as is observed at
London and at Winchester"7. Richard I. (1197) laid
down that all measures should be uniform8. Magna Carta
ordered: " Let there be one measure of wine throughout
our whole realm, and one measure of ale, and one measure
of corn, to wit, ' the London quarter', and one width of
1 Statutes, lii. 30.
8 Coventry Leet Book, iii. 738.    But the prohibition against victuallers
holding office is repeated at Oxford in 1536 : Records of Oxford, 139.
3  For other branches of municipal activity, such as water supply, street-
cleaning and lighting, etc., see J. H. Thomas, Town Government in the Six-
teenth Century (1933).
4  Records of Northampton, i. 317.    Hudson, Leet Jurisdiction in Norwich,
30.    " If you must sell by weight", says Walter of Henley, " be careful
there, for there is great deceit for those who do not know to be on their
guard " : Husbandry, 33.
8 Bristol: Little Red Book of Bristol, i. 38.   Norwich : Records of Norwich,
1 176.                           8 Select Cases concerning the Law Merchant, i. 40.
7  Liebermannt Gesetze, i. 204.
8  Chronica Magistri Rogeri de Houedene (Rolls Series), iv. 33.